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	The General Assembly returned to Raleigh last week for a one-day session to reconsider the redistricting plans written earlier this year. A computing problem resulting from the splitting of hundreds of voting precincts into two and sometimes three districts left as many as 480,000 voters unassigned to districts for the state House of Representatives, the state Senate and Congress. Plans for Wake County judicial districts and Greene County were also affected.
	While the legislators in charge of redistricting attempted to characterize the omission of these voters as a minor technical glitch, I joined with many of colleagues to oppose their work. The state Constitution allows redistricting to occur only once every 10 years unless a court rules that the plan fails to meet legal standards. That has not happened in this case. In this case, the law includes a provision that spells out how districts left unassigned – for whatever reasons – are to be assigned. That law went into place once the majority approved the plan and it produced maps that did not look like the plan the majority submitted for approval to the Department of Justice. Instead, about 15 of the districts were disjointed. Others were out of balance for population.
	The majority should have realized that their maps were unconstitutional, scrapped them and started over. They chose instead to ignore the law and go back this week to change a redistricting plan that had already received preliminary approval on some issues from the federal government. Their decision has worsened an already bad plan and I voted against their proposed changes.
	If you would like additional information about the redistricting plans approved by the General Assembly, visit www.ncleg.net and click on the “Redistricting” tab at the top of the page.
Session Schedule
	The new majority continues to lengthen the amount of time they want legislators in Raleigh. Though many people in North Carolina want and expect a part-time legislature, the General Assembly has been called back to Raleigh three times already and at least three more meetings are scheduled before the start of the 2012 session. The next session for now is scheduled for Nov. 27 and we are told that we will be in town for about three days. We are expected to consider a plan to fix the payment schedules for teachers after legislation approved this year prohibited them from receiving full paychecks in August. We are also eligible to consider disaster relief legislation, legislation concerning the state’s gaming compact with the Cherokee Tribe in western North Carolina, redistricting, veto override votes and other matters. Sessions have also been scheduled for February and April. Since adjourning regular session, legislators have been called into special sessions for a total of nearly three work weeks. Each day of session costs the state an estimated $50,000.
Veteran’s Day
	Last Friday was Veteran’s Day.  I want to thank all of our nation’s veterans for their service to our country. Veterans Day is an important time for us to remember their sacrifices and the sacrifices of the families who support them. We have a great number of veterans in our state because of the presence of our large military bases.  I hope you will remember those young people stationed at Fort Bragg, Camp Lejeune, Seymour Johnson Air Force Base and other smaller bases in our state. These service members play a critical part in the ongoing wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and deserve our thanks.
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S.L. 2011-61 (HB 219) SEX OFFENDER REGISTRY AMENDMENTS.
	An Act To Provide That A Person Required To Register As A Sex Offender Must Indicate On The Initial Registration Form The Name Under Which The Person Was Convicted For The Sex Offense, To Provide That The Registrant Must Also Notify The Appropriate Sheriff Of Any Name Change By The Registrant And Include Name Changes As Part Of The Verification Procedure, To Direct The Division Of Criminal Statistics To Maintain The Statewide Registry So That A Member Of The Public May Conduct Sex Offender Searches Using Any Name Or Alias Of A Registrant, To Clarify That Sex Offenders May Not Change Their Name Pursuant To Chapter 101 Of The General Statutes, And To Amend The Law Regarding The Venue In Which To File A Petition To Terminate A Sex Offender Registration Requirement.  

S.L. 2011-62 (HB 270) AMEND CONDITIONS OF PROBATION.
	An Act To Amend The Law Establishing The Regular And Special Conditions Of Probation And To Repeal The Law Tolling The Probation Period While Criminal Charges Are Pending That Might Result In Revocation Proceedings.  

S.L. 2011-119 (SB 16) OBTAIN BLOOD SAMPLE/IMPLIED-CONSENT LAWS.
	An Act To Require That Law Enforcement Request A Blood Sample Under The State Implied-Consent Laws From Any Person Criminally Charged In Any Case Involving Death By Vehicle And Certain Other Offenses And To Seek A Warrant If The Driver Refuses And There Is Probable Cause To Believe The Offense Involved Impaired Driving Or Is Alcohol-Related.

S.L. 2011-190 (SB 268) ENHANCE PROTECTION OF VICTIMS AND WITNESSES.		An Act To Create Enhanced Protections For Victims And Witnesses By Increasing The Criminal Penalty For The Offense Of Intimidating Or Interfering With A Witness. 

S.L. 2011-191 (HB 49) LAURA'S LAW.
	An Act To Increase The Punishment For DWI Offenders With Three Or More Grossly Aggravating Factors, To Authorize The Court To Require Continuous Alcohol Monitoring For Certain Offenders, And To Increase The Court Costs For DWI Offenders.

S.L. 2011-216 (HB 381) CHECKING STATION PATTERN SELECTION.
	An Act To Prevent Law Enforcement Agencies From Establishing Patterns For Vehicle Stops At Checking Stations Based On A Particular Type Of Vehicle.  


S.L. 2011-232 (HB 927) STATE PENSION PLAN SOLVENCY REFORM ACT.
	An Act To Make Changes To The Statutes Governing The Teachers' And State Employees' Retirement System And The Consolidated Judicial Retirement System To Ensure The Future Solvency Of Those Systems, To Amend The Provisions Of The Special Separation Allowance For Law Enforcement Officers For Law Enforcement Officers Hired On Or After August 1, 2011, And To Make It A Class 1 Misdemeanor To Fraudulently Receive The Retirement Benefit Of A Deceased Retiree At Least Two Months After The Retiree's Death.

S.L. 2011-242 (SB 214) TRANSPORTATION MAP CORRIDORS/CONDEMNATION.	 	An Act To Limit The Amount Of Time Land May Be Encumbered By A Transportation Corridor Official Map Before The Entity Establishing, Adopting, Or Amending The Transportation Corridor Official Map Is Required By Law To Purchase The Property Or Release The Property From Any Encumbrances Due To Filing Of The Corridor Map. 

S.L. 2011-247 (HB 379) UNIFORM DEPOSITIONS AND DISCOVERY ACT.
	An Act To Enact The North Carolina Interstate Depositions And Discovery Act And To Make Conforming Amendments To The North Carolina Rules Of Civil Procedure.

S.L. 2011-250 (HB 408) AMEND CRIMINAL DISCOVERY LAWS.
	An Act To Strengthen North Carolina's Open-File Discovery Law, Protect Crime Stoppers Informants, Protect Victim Information, Require Law Enforcement And Investigatory Agencies To Make Timely Disclosure Of Their Files To Prosecutors, And Avoid Frivolous Claims Of Professional Misconduct Against Prosecutors.  

S.L. 2011-254 (HB 629) SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT.
	An Act To Authorize Screening And Assessing For Chemical Dependency For Defendants Ordered To Submit To Residential Treatment At The Black Mountain Substance Abuse Treatment Center For Women, To Provide That A Defendant May Be Required To Participate In Treatment Ordered By The Court For Its Duration Regardless Of The Length Of The Suspended Sentence Imposed, And By Authorizing The North Carolina Substance Abuse Professional Practice Board To Adopt Rules Related To The Approval Of Substance Abuse Specialty Curricula. 

S.L. 2011-278 (SB 397) EXPUNGE NONVIOLENT OFFENSE BY MINOR.
	An Act To Provide That A Youthful Offender's Criminal Record May Be Expunged Of Nonviolent Felonies But To Allow The Criminal Justice Education And Training Standards Commission And The Sheriffs' Education And Training Standards Commission Access To The Records Of Expunction.  


S.L. 2011-307 (SB 684) SEX OFFENDER SUPERVISION/FORENSIC AMENDMENTS. 	An Act To Clarify And Amend The Law Providing For A Five-Year Period Of Post-Release Supervision For Sex Offenders By Increasing The Maximum Sentence For Sex Offenders And Providing For Their Release On Post-Release Supervision With Five Years Remaining On Their Sentences And To Provide That Willful Refusal To Accept Or Comply With The Terms Of Post-Release Supervision Is Punishable As Contempt Of Court, And To Amend The Forensic Sciences Act. 

S.L. 2011-313 (SB 602) DOMESTIC FOWL STRAY/COMMERCIAL POULTRY LANDS.	An Act To Make It A Class 3 Misdemeanor For A Person To Allow Certain Fowls To Run At Large On Certain Lands After Receiving Actual Or Constructive Notice Of The Running At Large. 

S.L. 2011-325 (SB 144) CASH CONVERTERS MUST KEEP PURCHASE RECORDS.	 An Act To Require Cash Converter Businesses To Keep Records Of Purchases And To Make Those Records Available To Local Law Enforcement Agencies, And To Exempt Certain Licensed Check Cashers From The Reporting Requirements Of The Check-Cashing Businesses Act. 

S.L. 2011-329 (SB 241) DWI/CUSTODIAL INTERROGATION AMENDMENTS.
	An Act To Require That DWI Sentencing Be At Level One If The Offense Occurs With A Child Less Than Eighteen Years Of Age, A Person With The Mental Development Of A Child Less Than Eighteen Years Of Age, Or A Person With A Physical Disability Preventing Unaided Exit From The Vehicle In The Vehicle, And To Amend The Law Regarding Electronic Recording Of Custodial Interrogations.

S.L. 2011-361 (HB 113) MOTORCYCLE SAFETY ACT.
	An Act To Create Additional Protections For Motorcyclists From Unsafe Movements By Other Vehicles.  

S.L. 2011-377 (HB 649) AMEND GROUNDS/LICENSE REVOCAT'N/BAIL BONDSMAN.		An Act To Amend The Laws Pertaining To Grounds For Revocation Of Licensure Under The Laws Regulating Bail Bondsmen And Allowing A Bail Agent Acting On Behalf Of A Surety Company To Make Written Motions Regarding Setting Aside Bail Forfeiture And Relief From Final Judgment Of Bail Forfeiture Under The Laws Pertaining To Criminal Procedure.



Miscellaneous

	My office number is 733-5974 and my email address is darren.jackson@ncleg.net if you have any particular questions.  I look forward to hearing from and working with you. I am grateful for the opportunity to serve.  As always, please contact me if I can be of service to you.  
________________________________________________________________
**Note: You are receiving this newsletter because you have either provided me with your email address or sent my office an email over the last several months.  If you do not wish to receive future eNewsletters, please reply “unsubscribe.”
Mailing Address:                                                                       Telephone (919) 733-2230                                     Location:
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